



































Rationale for Our Disagreement:

We remain staunchly opposed to any routing of the Naugatuck River Greenway that encroaches on the
trailbike area of Thomaston Dam. Industry estimates from Connecticut motorcycle retailers estimate
between 40,000 and 70,000 trailbikes are owned in Connecticut. Thomaston Dam has been the singular
legal place in the state where these bikes can be enjoyed on public land. The Connecticut DEEP website
indicates 89 locations where hiking, walking, bicycling can take place on public lands. The state is replete
with these opportunities when compared to legal trailbiking. Those who participate in the sport are owed
at least one, small, family-oriented location to legally enjoy this hobby. This is evidenced by the 16,000 (on
average) visitors that there are each year to the trails. In other words, 16,000 times per year, the proposed
route for the greenway would infringe on residents’ enjoyment of this sport.

Concerns about the Legitimacy of the DRAFT Report:

NVCOG’s own documentation outlines the fact that the overwhelming majority of the public response and
participation in the process to date (in person, on-line, and via email) has been strongly opposed to any
encroachment on the riding area. This naturally begs the question, “How can a report that was funded by
taxpayer money so egregiously ignore the overwhelming will of those same taxpayers?” It is difficult to
understand, from our perspective, how the concerns and objections of hundreds of meeting visitors,
emailers, and survey respondents can be so completely disregarded. We believe that this failure to
represent the will of the people seriously calls into question the legitimacy of the report and the proposed
route of the greenway.

As NETRA President, | strongly encourage you to ensure that the report reflects the will and objections of
the vast majority of the public comment that you received.

Respectfully submitted,

£

Tony Gasper
President, New England Trail Rider Association
Representing lawful trailbike enthusiasts across New England

Cc:  Steve Patchkofsky, Army Corps of Engineers
Chris Way, Army Corps of Engineers
Steve Salisbury, American Motorcyclist Association
The office of Senator Chris Murphy
The office of Senator Richard Blumenthal
The office of Representative Jahana Hayes
The office of State Representative John Piscopo
The office of State Senator Henri Martin
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